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THE WHEELER-BEECHER HOUSE

Bethany, Wew Haven County, Connecticut

Owner: Huntington Lee, on Route #63, Bethany, Conn.
Date of Erection: 1801
Arohitect or Builder: David Hoedley, Architect
Present Condition; Good
Number of Stories: Two and One-=hglf
Materials of Construction: Stone foundation
Clapboard exterior
Wood shingled roof
Brick chimneys
Other Existing Reoords: Pamphlet "The Hoadley Houge" =
The Gale Eleotric Companye
Betheny Sketohes & Records =
We Co Sharpe.
1ist of Photogrephs:
l. Front Elevation
2. Front Entrenoe Elevation
3+ Mentel - East Wall of Living Room
4. Mantel ~ East Wall of Bed Room - First Floor

Be Smoke Oven in Attic
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Bethany, New Haven County, Conneoticut )

_ Among the fine old mansions, well bujlt and taste«.
fully dsoorated, which dot the hills and walleys of
.Conneoticut, is the Wheeler-Beecher Housee It is situsted
a few hundred feet north of the center of Bethany facing
the main road.

This old house, which was built for Darius Beecher
by the femed arohitect David Hoadley in 1801, ettracts
the attention of the most ossual passerby by remson of the
fine material and workmanshipe The very excellent taste
of the design speakswell of the intellect and pocket book
of its long ago bullder,

The builder of the house, Darius Beecher, was a very
woalthy man at the time the house was built, but it is
said that he went west with his femily and there lost his
entire fortunes Later the house was ocoupied by Abrshsm
Beachsr who was in no way related to the builder. Letsr
it went intc the possession of one Lewls Thomas, and then
to Orrin Wheeler whose family kept it until 1899%. It is
now owned by thntington Lee and his sister Josephine, end
is the home of the Geale Eleotric Compeanye.

The edifice is a gem, snd it is often mentioned that
should it ever be demolished, art collectors would fight
for even & bit of doorwey, a manwl, or en arch,sco beaubi-
fully are the separate parts comstructed. It is a typical
exemple of David Hoadley's work snd ome of the most besuti-
ful examples of true Colonial architecture in all of New England.

The fromt door of the Wheelor~Beecher House is
distinguished by tall fluted pillars and an arohed entranoe.
The welk is grecefully flegged, and the rounded window
above the entrance 1s a distinguished accent of a well conw
celved designe.

On either side of the main hall, which extends from
the front of the main house snd whioh contsins hendsome
arches overhead, are two front parlors. Eaoch of these are
gbout fifteen feet square end have two beasutiful erched
slooves with a large fireplace and mantel between them.
In some of the rooms the wall near the ceiling is mounted o
by en exquisite frieze.
|
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Betheny, New Haven County, Connectiocut

There are no less then ten fireplaces within this
houses.  In the garret, curiously enough, is a brieck
gmoke room which was used for the curing of pork and
beefs '

The huge ballroom on the second floor was the scene

of much gaiety during the olden dayse The built~in seats

" around the walls of this hall, could they talk, would
heave some very interesting memories to reveal. This
great hall, the lergest for miles around, wes used for
scoial affairs of the local church end others, for the
regular town meeting, snd for many years, for the meetings
of the Masoniec Lodge. :

The present owners cooperate pleassntly with those
appreciative of seeing this interesting structure, and
oheerfully point out the magnificent details whioh meke
this a sterling monument to the work of David Hoadley.

~ Sourocesg of Information: Pamphlet "The Hoadley House" -
: The Gele Electric Company.
Bethany Sketches & Records -
We C. Sharpe.
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